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TAVI/ TAVR : A Modern Revolution
In Heart Valve Replacement
Without Opening the Chest

{ . ._

Dr. Arvind singh Rana

Among the most significant
advances in cardiovascu-
lar medicine over the past
decade, TAVI (Transcath-
eter Aortic Valve Implanta-
tion), also known as TAVR
(Transcatheter Aortic Valve
Replacement), holds a spe-
cial place. This modern
procedure allows doctors
to replace a narrowed aortic
valve without performing
open-heart surgery. The
chest does not need to
be opened, and the heart
usually does not need to
be stopped during the pro-
cedure.

In TAVI, a small 5-6 mm
puncture is made in the
artery of the groin, through
which a catheter carrying
a biological artificial valve
is guided to the heart. The
new valve is implanted
inside the diseased valve it-

self. The procedure gener-
ally takes 60—120 minutes.
Most patients are able to
walk the next day and re-
turn home within 3—4 days.
TAVI has emerged as a
life-saving option particu-
larly for elderly patients or
those considered high-risk
for conventional open-heart
surgery. Patients with weak
lungs, kidney disease, prior
bypass surgery, stroke
history, or advanced age
often benefit greatly from
this technique. Symptoms
of severe aortic stenosis
include breathlessness,
chest pain, dizziness, and
fainting. Without timely
treatment, the condition
can become fatal.

The major advantages of
TAVI include the absence
of a large surgical incision,
no requirement for a heart-
lung machine, reduced
blood loss, faster recovery,
and the possibility of treat-

ment even in very elderly
patients. However, certain
limitations remain. The
valve durability is generally
estimated at 10-15 years,
some patients may require
a permanent pacemaker,
and the overall cost of the
procedure is still relatively
high.

Since 2018, TAVI technol-
ogy has expanded rapidly
in India. Today, many ad-
vanced cardiac centers
across the country offer this
procedure, and the devel-
opment of “Make in India”
valves has helped reduce
treatment costs.

TAVI has transformed the
treatment landscape for
elderly patients with severe
aortic valve disease. Nev-
ertheless, proper patient
selection, an experienced
heart team, and timely
diagnosis remain the true
keys to successful out-
comes.

r_ Rangasamy Scripts Historyj

sworn in as Puducherry
CM for Record 5“] Term

] Pumls Tlmes nenorter

N. Rangasamy took oath
as the Chief Minister of Pu-
ducherry on Wednesday,
13 May 2026. This is his
5th term, a record for the
highest number of times
any leader has become
Chief Minister in the history
of the Union Territory.
Lieutenant Governor K.
Kailashnathan adminis-
tered the oath of office and
secrecy to Rangasamy at
Lok Bhavan. President
Droupadi Murmu had ap-
pointed him as Chief Min-
ister on 9 May 2026.
Along with the Chief Minis-
ter, two MLAs were sworn
in as ministers. BJP MLA
A. Namassivayam and Al-
NRC MLA Malladi Krishna
Rao were inducted into the
Cabinet.

In the Assembly election
results declared on 4 May,

the NDA secured a major-
ity by winning 18 seats in
the 30-member Assembly.
In the alliance, AINRC won
12, BJP won 4, AIADMK
won 1, and LJK won 1
seat.

76-year-old Rangasamy
registered victories from
both Thattanchavady and
Mangalam Assembly con-
stituencies. He has pre-
viously served as Chief
Minister from 2001-2006
and 2006-2008 with Con-
gress, and from 2011-2016
and 2021-2026 under the
leadership of AINRC.After
taking oath, Rangasamy
said that the government
will implement all public
welfare schemes effec-
tively and Puducherry will
be developed on the lines
of Singapore. The next
Cabinet expansion is ex-
pected to take place soon.

“GBSE Result 2026: |:I'0III Grade Inllatmn o Gnvernance Based Evaluation Reform”

The CBSE Class 12 Re-
sult 2026 records a pass
percentage of 85.20%,
marking a significant re-
calibration in recent aca-
demic outcomes. This
is among the lower lev-
els observed since 2019
(83.40%), indicating that
the unusually high pass
rates of the COVID-19
period (2020-2022), driv-
en by liberal evaluation
policies, are now steadily
normalizing.

It is also observed that
the number of candidates
rose from approximate-
ly 11.92 lakh in 2020 to
17.68 lakh in 2026, reflect-
ing a substantial increase
of nearly 48.3%. Despite
this expansion in partici-
pation, the decline in pass

percentage signals a shift
toward a more standard-
ized and comparatively
rigorous evaluation frame-
work.lt is further estab-
lished that around 98.66
lakh answer scripts were
evaluated through the On-
Screen Marking (OSM)
system. This confirms the
full-scale institutionaliza-

tion of digital as-
sessment, which
enhances trans-
parency, strengthens
inter-evaluator consisten-
cy, and reduces manual
error in the examination
process.

It is clearly noted that
the system has actively
controlled grade inflation.

Students scorlng above
95% remain below 1%,
while those above 90%
account for approximately
13%. This indicates a
deliberate shift toward a
more normalized and sta-
tistically balanced score
distribution.
It is also recorded
that approximately
1.63 lakh students
have been placed
in the compart-
ment category,
representing about
9.26% of total candi-
dates. This highlights con-
cerns related to academic
preparedness and learn-
ing outcomes, while the
supplementary examina-
tion framework continues
under NEP 2020’s “no

year loss” policy design.
Institutional performance
gaps remain evident, with
Kendriya Vidyalayas at
98.55% and Navodaya
Vidyalayas at 98.47%,
compared to 84.22% in
private schools. This re-
flects the influence of insti-
tutional structure, teacher
quality, and academic
discipline on student out-
comes. In conclusion, the
CBSE Class 12 Result
2026 reflects a clear tran-
sition from grade inflation
toward a governance-driv-
en, competency-based,
and digitally regulated
evaluation ecosystem,
with long-term implica-
tions for higher education
admissions and national
GER dynamics.
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Sacred exposition of Holy Buddha Relics concludes in Ladakh

Draws over 1.18 lakh devotees

The 14-day Sacred Expo-
sition of the Holy Relics of
Tathagata Buddha con-
cluded in Ladakh on Thurs-
day, with more than 1.18

L

lakh devotees from across e

India and abroad paying

obeisance during one of }

the largest spiritual gather-
ings ever organised in the
Union Territory. The clos-
ing ceremony was held at
the Dharma Centre in Cho-
glamsar, Leh, and was at-
tended by Ladakh Lieuten-
ant Governor Vinai Kumar
Saxena. The concluding
event coincided with the
annual Monlam Chenmo,
or Great Prayer Festival
of Ladakh, dedicated to
world peace and universal
happiness. Thousands of
monks, nuns, Rinpoches
and devotees participated
in the prayers and tradi-
tional sacred mask dances
known as Chhams. The

Holy Relics were inaugu-
rated for public exposition
on May 1 on the occa-
sion of the 2569th Buddha
Purnima by Union Home
Minister Amit Shah at Jivet-
sal in Leh. Addressing the
gathering, Saxena said the
exposition symbolised cul-
tural harmony and spiritual
unity, adding that Ladakh
was emerging as a global

destination for peace and
spiritual awakening. “The
sacred relics of Lord Bud-
dha will return tomorrow
to the National Museum in
Delhi, but their blessings
will remain here forever.
Let us together estab-
lish Ladakh at the global
level as a centre of peace,
contemplation and spiri-
tual awakening,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor
also praised the people
of Ladakh for maintaining
discipline and patience
while standing in long
queues for hours to seek
blessings from the relics.
The exposition witnessed
participation from sev-
eral dignitaries, including
Arunachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Pema Khandu,

Union Minister Kiren Rijiju,
ambassadors of Sri Lanka
and Thailand, Buddhist
leaders, scholars and in-
ternational pilgrims. Thou-
sands of residents dressed
in traditional attire had
lined the roads from Leh
Airport to Jivetsal on April
29 to welcome the relics
upon their arrival in Leh.
After remaining on public
display in Leh for nine
days, the Holy Relics were
taken to Karsha Gonpa in
Zanskaron May 11 and 12.
Special prayers, cultural
programmes, conferences
and spiritual activities were
organised throughout the
exposition. His Eminence
Drukpa Thuksey Rinpoche
expressed gratitude to the
Government of India, the
Ladakh administration and
participating organisations
for successfully organising
the event.

Seli-Reliance, Jointness Essential For
Strategic Autonomy : Rajnath Singh
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New Delhi: Defence Min-
ister Rajnath Singh on
Thursday stressed the
importance of self-reliance
and jointness in securing
India’s strategic autonomy
and preparing the country
for future security chal-
lenges.Addressing the ‘Ka-
lam & Kavach 3.0’ defence
strategic dialogue through
a video message at the
Manekshaw Centre in New
Delhi, the Defence Minis-
ter said national strength
would increasingly de-
pend on how effectively
the armed forces, research
laboratories and defence
industries work together.
“A nation’s strength will in-
creasingly depend on how
quickly its defence forces,
laboratories and industries
think and act as one,” he

said. Rajnath Singh said
future battlefields would
reward nations capable of
reducing the time between
innovation, prototype de-
velopment and operational
deployment. He noted
that evolving geopolitical
tensions, cyber threats,
supply-chain disruptions
and hybrid warfare have
made preparedness, re-
silience and innovation
essential for national secu-
rity. The Defence Minister
described self-reliance in
defence manufacturing as
both an economic and stra-
tegic necessity, stating that
excessive dependence
on foreign suppliers for
critical defence capabilities
leaves nations vulnerable
during crises. “We must
design, develop, produce,
maintain and upgrade key
systems within our own
national ecosystem. That
is how we will secure our
strategic autonomy,” he
said.

India Pushes Telecom Leadership At ITU
Council Meet, Eyes Hosting Rights For PP-2030

New Delhi : India strength-
ened its position in the
global telecommunications
and digital policy land-
scape during the Interna-
tional Telecommunication
Union (ITU) Council 2026
meeting held in Geneva,
Switzerland, from April 28
to May 8. An Indian delega-
tion led by Mukesh Kumar,
Deputy Director General
(International Relations),
Department of Telecom-
munications (DoT), actively
participated in key dis-
cussions related to global
telecom governance and
digital cooperation. During
the meeting, India pre-
sented its proposal to host
the ITU Plenipotentiary
Conference (PP-2030),
one of the organisation’s
most significant global con-
ferences. According to the
DoT, the ITU Council ac-
cepted India’s proposal,
marking a major milestone
in the country’s expanding

role in shaping international
telecom and digital policy
discourse. The proposal
is expected to receive fi-
nal approval at the ITU
Plenipotentiary Conference
2026 scheduled to be held
in Doha, Qatar, in Novem-
ber this year. The Indian
delegation, along with the
Permanent Representa-
tive of India to the United
Nations office in Geneva,
also made interventions
on several important is-
sues including ITU regional

y |

presence, ITU member-
ship, and the organisation
of ITU events. As part of
its campaign for upcoming
ITU elections, India hosted
a networking reception at
the ITU premises on April
30, 2026, which saw par-
ticipation from representa-
tives of 69 member states.
During the event, India
presented its candidature
for re-election to the ITU
Council and for the post of
Director, Radiocommuni-
cation Bureau (BR).
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